
Armenians of New York
By JOHN MARION.

AKSHAG NOURIAN, who re¬

soles shoes and' affixes rub¬
ber heels to them in his little

basement shop on Second avenue, is

learning new songs to accompany
his labor. To-day he was whistling
"Feather Your Nest," and he flashed

a row of brilliant white teeth with

hi3 welcoming smile. When I first

cam? to his shop last year he

hummed only odd, minor, monot-

onous Armenian songs, which are

the saddest songs in the world.

"So she is an her way at last?" I

.aid.
''Te-v she will come in two weeks."

Xourian speaks perfect English.
" Nine years since I have seen her.
and seven yea*-* when I did not

hear from her."
"Will you know her when you see

her?"
"You don't forget your mother that

quick!" he said.
"You will be renting a tlat for a

home now, won't you? She will

keep house for you?" I asked.
Nourian grinned. "I am going to

get married. My mother Is bringing
a wife for me. a girl of our village.1
She was a child when I came to

America, but I remember her. They
call her Aghavni.-that means 'dove.'
She is lik.' the name."

From Land of Tragedy.
Arshag Nourian. or a race that

might he called Children of Tragedy,
has found America truly the land of
happy endings. Nine or ten years
ago he joined the steady stream of
emigration to America. His uncle
had come to this country earlier in
1895, the massacre year.

'"Before that lime there were only
a few students and travelers of my
people h^re." Nourian tells me.
**Then. all in one year thousands of
us came over. It was the time, you
remember, when the Turks desired
to abolish Christianity throughout
their empire. They found the Ar¬
menians obstinate, and so they
started to abolish the Armenians.
All who could get out of the coun-,
try fled to America. Why Amerka?|
Because missionaries had come to
us with s< hools and hospitals and
stories of a wonderful country where
there was no oppression.
"My father's brother was among

these first Armenian immigrants."
In twenty years, from 1895 to 1915.

more than 70.000 Armenians flocked
to the I'nitod States. Nine-tenths of
th**m wi-re men. mostly young men,
eager to make -good, anxious to sav e

enough money to send for their rela¬
tives. They carne to America to stay.
Le<s than 15 per cent, returned to
their native land.

. Armenia of the City.
Rather a small proportion settled

fn New York. It is estimated that at
this time there are between 10.000
and 12,699 Armenians resident in the
City. Most of thrm live on the Ej«t
Side between Seventeenth and
Thirty-fifth s'reets.
To continue with Xourtan's story.

He considered what line of business
to ent»-r. The Held of common labor
W.i-> open, of course, bat offered lit¬
tle reward for personal initiative.
He looked with envy on the stores
that dealt in Oriental rugs. He had
a natural eve for color, common

among Armenians, and he loved the
gorgeous blue and ro*e and ivory of
the beautiful ru^s from the Kast.
Nourian had no capital to embark

Upon anything so ambitious as mer¬

chandizing Tailoring and cobbling
were popular occupations among his
countrymen. His uiule decided the

Question for him. He had a little
.hoe repair ustabUshment, and he
took his young kinsman in with him.
Nourian work»J early and late.

Th'^ diligence of these recruits to our

citizen >>ip is a (tproKh to Ameri¬
cans who have abandoned the stren¬
uous program. Theirs is no eight
hour day. With a definite purpose in
view, they have no regard for the
clock, but coin th« ir hours into cash
to the limit of their ability. Nourian
had almcwit achieved his first goal,
the passage money for hi* parents,
when the war broke out.

At first a few letters trickled
through, then abruptly all corre¬

spondence ceased; 1915 and 191#
W're troubl>*l yars for m«ny peo-

pies, but probably for no one so
much as the Armenian race. When
you consider the disasters of the war,
think of a race, not simply decimated
but cut down 23 per cent. One-
quarter of the total population killed,
hundreds of thousands deported,
shifted about and lost. Scarcely an
Armenian in America but has been
involved in some way in this ter-
rible confusion. Of the married emi¬
grants who tame here prior to the
war, half had left wives and fam¬
ilies In Armenia. Practically every
one bad parents, brothers and sisters

Russia and the Balkans and all the
Turkish Empire gather.
He wrote to arrange for her pas¬

sage and sent money for her im¬
mediate needs. He intimated also
that if she should know of some at¬
tractive young lady she might fancy
as a daughter-in-law he would be
glad to forward passage money for
two. The reply to that was the
promise of Aghavai.
By the time Aghavni and mother

arrive Xourian will have his home
ready for them. It will be on the top
floor somewhere in the neighborhood

of their preparation. I^amb is the
favorite meat, almost exclusively so.

Lamb and vegetables cooked to¬

gether and flavored with just the
right dash of spiccs and herbs ap¬
pear with infinite variations. In lit¬
tle Armenian restaurants along Lex¬
ington avenue you may order shish
kefab. which te lamb broiled in bits
on a skewer, or pilaff, which is but¬
tered rice with pignola nuts, or engu-
inar bassdi, artichokes stuffed with
chopped meat, or paklava, delicious
nut pastry, or lokma, a sort of fritter
served with lemon flavored sirup, or

matzoon. which is eimply sour milk.
The Armenian church is the oldest

national church in the world. It was

adopted as the State religion by King
Tiridates in the year 301 A. D., but

He looked with envy on the stores that dealt in Oriental rugs.

in the home country.
Xourian'ii savings continued to ac¬

cumulate with the war boom in
priccs, and his native thrift which
saved him from war extravagances,
but there was only Irony In the good
fortune that came too late. He
served two years in the American
army, and returned to his small shop
in 1919 with an honorable record, a

little doughboy French and a ciia-

tion for valor.
The business was now all his own.

for his uncle had died. lie wanted
to settle down ill a home of his own

Of Armenian girls there were prac¬
tically none of marriageable age. If
he had not lost trace of his parents,
he would have written to them to

select a bride for him.
Letters written in the Turkish

language, subjected to strict censoi

ship, were allowed to pass when

pca> e was restored. Xourian wrote

to his home village, and received
word that his father was dead, his
mother gone, no one knew where.
The Near East Relief offered its re¬

source*. and to this organization
Xourian turned for help in locating
his mother. Two more years passed
and there seemed little hope.
^'hrn came the word which se'

Xourian to whistling gav American
tunes, and 1-iying plans for a home
and women folks. His mother had
been found at last among the poly¬
glot refugees in Constantinople,
where the lost, strayed and stolen of

Scattering
L».\DOX has been engaged in

breaking up her congested
di>tri( t^ and scattering excess

urban population to outlying suburbs
an i even farther afield. This work

wa.s started in earnest in 1911, wh<"i

London had 179,98:.' persons on its

densest #21 a. res. an average of 219

an acrev These figures refer to sani¬

tary district* They may be com¬

pared to advantage with figures fur

niched by the Xew York Cltv Census
. 'ommittee.
The <i>mniittce sets forth that In

Manhattan there are SO sanitary dis¬

tricts that house more persons than

-19 t.i the acre. Brooklyn has 632
aires, almost a square mile, of over
219 to the acie. with a population of
1C8.SI5. The Bronx does not yet
reach London's 821 acres of 219 pop¬
ulation.
Greater X«w York in 1920 had a

million and a half more persons
housed m her densest are.us than

of his shop. It is an interesting fact
that Armenians always live on the
fifth floor of the tenement houses,
high up where there is sunshine and
air and access to the roof. That is a

relic < i' their outdoor lif« in their
own country.

II<> is alr> ady planning for his
wedding. It must be a very grand
affair, for he fee'.s like celebrating
now, after all these years of loneli-
nes.-t 11 will be held in the Armenian
Church of St. Gregory the Illumina¬
tor. and ill the elaborate Armenian
i ereinony will be performed. .

Friends Serve as Mentors.
Most young married couplf s con-

sid> r outside advice quite dispensa-
lile, but at Armenian weddings two
married friends of the bride and
groom stand up with them through
t h> ceremony and have a right to
offer arbitration and advice to them
ever after The: e is no wedding cake,
but the lack is not felt. There i*

pleut> to compensate. Even at the
humblest weddings there is always
§»n»v ided a huge dish of candy. Jor-
da'i almonds, colored rock sugar and
little hard candies of all sorts
Xottrian intends to have a very fine
feast as well, with all kinds of Ar¬
menian dishes.
Cooking is a fine art among the

Armi niaa*. and eating is an aesthetic
f-xeri is'1, not merely a matter of get¬
ting fed. The distinctiveness of their
dlahi - lies not so much in the ingred¬
ients as in the exceeding cx« ellence

Population
London had In 191). While I-ondon
has been cutting dawn her figures
since then. N\;w VorU has been add¬
ing to them. Tin- statement is made
that :.T i>. r cent of .Manhattan s
popu'nt ion lives on less than 2". per
>. i>t. of its area.

Women as
Publishers

W'»MK\ are making them¬
selves felt as publishers.
There was but one woman

book publisher in New York befor'
the amendment to the Constitution
gave the "sex" their lights, but nu»

th.-re ar- several. The Woman*
Prist, however, has the distinction
of iKing th- only publishing house
managed and run by women. On its

prospective list for the autumn is
. Do's and Don't's for Business Wom¬
en." b> Miss Jean Ricbe.

long before that time ii had gained
many followers in the country. It
was introduced by the Apostle Thad-
deUM three years after Christ's death.
In Xew York there are two Ar¬
menian apostolic churches, one on

East Twenty-seventh street and one

on East Seventeenth. The oldest
Christian liturgy is performed here
every Sunday in the Armenian lan¬
guage. On Christmas and Easter the

churches are thronged. The richness
of imagery In the service i3 not
equaled in any other. The music Is
pitched in a minor key, often an

almost inarticulate wailing, but the
vestments are full of vivid color.
Although Armenian immigration In

estimable numbers dates back only
twenty-eight years, there were Ar¬
menians here earlier than that. To
one of them, a student and chemist,
Dr. Seropian, every American is in¬
debted for the form'ula for the green
ink which makes our greenbacks dif¬
ficult to counterfeit. So far a£ our

records reveal, the first naturalized
citizen on American soil was an Ar¬
menian. In the history of the James¬
town colony, founded in 1618, it is set
down that "Martin, ye Armenian,"
became a naturalized British Subject
while he was in residence in Virginia.

Mary Roberts Rinehart
The
BREAKING
POINT
A new novel by "America'* foremost
woman novelist.".New York Sun.
At Bookshops $2.00

WHAT BECAME OF
MR. DESMOND
BY C. NINA BOYLE

Aberdeen Journal: "An amaz¬

ing, absorbing, wholly sensa¬

tional, very readable mysterj
melodrama."'
London Times: "Such an

ingenious and terrible talc ot

villainy that Miss Boyle may
congratulate herself on ^a real
success in sensationalism. $1.75

THOMAS SELTZER
5 W. 50 St. New York

HEYWOOD BROUN:
"The best murder story wc
have read since Sherloc:
Holmes shut up shop."

RED HOUSE
MYSTERY

Ey A. A. MILNE, Author
of "The borer Road," etc.

At any bookstore. $2.00, postage ertra

E. P. Cutton & Co., 681 5th Ava., N Y,

ONE MAN IN HIS TIME

ELLEN
GLASGOW

"It is a story for women
to read and ponder over."
.St. Louis Glqbe Dem¬

ocrat.

ByJ "As a human document
it is of surpassing inter-

.est, and as the record of
one man in his time who

'plays many parts' it is an
achievement."
.Norfolk LedgerDispatch.
"

. gripping, realistic,
beautifully written ... A

really splendid novel you will thor¬
oughly enjoy.".Harrisburg Te'egrapk

"A novel that discusses life, but is not too
modern' ... A book with a plot that

fascinates, a descriptive beauty that holds the
sustained interest of the reader without tiring,humor, pathos, and above all, a love story that is

human.".Cleveland Plain Dealer.
'It makes one bilieve Miss Glasgow's best work is just

beginning.'' .-Richmond Sews Leader.

$2.00 At Bookttore$
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NAPOLEON IN A GREAT PANORAMIC NOVEL

Baroness LEONIE AMINOFF'S
great "Torchlight Series'" of novels dealing with the life
of Napoleon caused a veritable sensation last year when her
REVOLUTION, dealing with the period culminating in
the Terror, came out. Now in LOVE she is dealing with a

part of Napoleon's lie seldr«n justly appreciated.the
months in which, though his ability was recognized and
feared by the Revolutionists, he is sidetracked with th;
empty honor of a General's rank, won at Toulon. Sick at
heart, bankrupt, he stalks the streets of Paris, with the
knowledge of baffled power eating his heart, and then
into his life comes Josephine!
It is an amazing Paris in which this unfamiliar figure of
a lovable Napoleon moves; granaries empty, prices ruinous,
an upstart bourgeoisie touching elbows with pinched
aristocracy's transparent efforts to keep up appearances;
but the ball rooms were full, the dancing feverish. Then
follow the riots, Napoleon's oppoitunity, quickly seized,
and the rewards pour in.the hand of Josephine, the
Command of the Army in Italy. The march to gloryhas begun!

Read LOVE
S"? sontn. E. P. BUTTON & CO. t. .»* published Aug.


